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He had Edinburgh at his feet, but who would be by his 
side?

In1843, Edinburgh artist, David Octavius Hill, is 
commissioned to paint the portraits of 400 ministers who 
have broken away from the Church of Scotland. Only when 
he meets Robert Adamson, an early master of the new and 
fickle art of photography, does this daunting task begin to 
look feasible.

Hill is soon bewitched by the art of light and shade. He 
and Adamson become the darlings of Edinburgh society, 
immortalising people and places with their subtle and 
artistic images. 

In the Blink of an Eye is a re-imagining of Hill’s life in the 
words of those who were beguiled by his artistry and 
charm. Tender, tragic and sometimes humorous, these 
voices come together in a story of art  
and science, love and loss, friendship and photography.

The Author

Ali Bacon was born in Fife and graduated from St Andrews 
University. After a career as an academic librarian, her first 
novel, Kettle of Fish, was published in 2012 by Thornberry. 
Chapters from In the Blink of an Eye have been listed in 
literary competitions and excerpts were performed at the  
St Andrews Photography Festival and Cheltenham 
Literature Festival 2016.

Poignant and charged with hope.
– Vanessa Gebbie, author and judge of Evesham Festival 
Short Story Prize 2017

That moment of dawning self-consciousness, so delicately 
rendered, yet so resonant … just knocked my socks off.
– Nick Bellorini, photography publisher, judge of Magic 
Oxygen Prize 2017
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